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through natural selection'" (634), since this assumption does not take into consideration Wilde's later intellectual development and engagement with contemporary ideological debates. Sumpter, in addition, mentions briefly, but relevantly, William Morris's "ethical evolution" and socialist utopian text, News from Nowhere (1890), discussing how Wilde was influenced in "The Soul of Man" by Morris's notion of a "politicised form of ethical revolution" which can be seen in his condemnation of theories that rely on "the permanency of human nature" (636). There is, however, no mention of John Ruskin's influence on Wilde in this section or elsewhere in the article, nor of the influence of Max Nordau and Cesare Lombroso, whose works Wilde refers to in his letters and his De Profundis. Discussing Wilde's engagement with Nordau and Lombroso could have served to add another dimension to the article in regards to Wilde's views on heredity and sexual orientation and would have also been of relevance to the author's point early on in the article on how Wilde's thinking was "not static", as previously mentioned.
Nevertheless, the article closely examines Wilde's engagement with evolutionary ideas in relation to the works of leading evolutionary scientists of the time, chiefly Huxley and Spencer. She establishes the influence of their writings on Wilde in points of parity as well as points of departure, and argues for the importance of the link between debates conducted in contemporary periodicals and the fluid nature of Wilde's thinking on evolution, aesthetics and morality. In this way, Sumpter's article is a valuable and significant contribution to scholarship on Wilde's engagement with popular scientific theories of the time.
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